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President’s Message 
December 2022 

Happy holiday season to you all! There is so much to be grateful for this year.  

Our events have all  been in person, and let's hope that that continues! 

We've had two delightful events this past month. One was the Ensemble Festival, which 
featured some excellent performances. The event space at UO worked very well, and we 
had two pianos once again. The Holiday Recital this past Sunday was a great success 
as well, with many students and teachers represented, and excellent performances. It's a 
delight to see us functioning so well again. 

We hope to see you Monday at 7:00 for the annual potluck! Thank you to Grace Ho for 
offering her home. Please be sure to visit this link beforehand to give your RSVP and let 
her know what you'll be bringing: https://uoregon-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/
gho_uoregon_edu/EcXhMf-10QhOuO7JEpXsKRgBfmwDBs-Wn-YFkKHR7cL-Og?
rtime=98ZIFITY2kg 

Good news on the Spring District recital - we have a chair, Sarah Burch. 

We had an excellent presentation a the November meeting by Dr. Scott Price on teach-
ing neurodiverse students. His gentle and supportive presence was an excellent model 
for working with our students who may not have a diagnosis but present a variety of chal-
lenges. 

In line with what the board decided last fall, we continue having an online option for our 
meetings where possible. Please provide feedback on how this works for you and 
whether it makes The difference between being able to attend and not. 

Nick Rieser, President, Eugene/Springfield chapter OMTA 

https://uoregon-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/gho_uoregon_edu/EcXhMf-10QhOuO7JEpXsKRgBfmwDBs-Wn-YFkKHR7cL-Og?rtime=98ZIFITY2kg
https://uoregon-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/gho_uoregon_edu/EcXhMf-10QhOuO7JEpXsKRgBfmwDBs-Wn-YFkKHR7cL-Og?rtime=98ZIFITY2kg


Con Brio 
December 2022 
Con Brio is the newsletter of the Eugene Chapter of OMTA, published and distributed monthly, except July and 
August. 

President: Nick Rieser,  Vice-President: Grace Ho,  Treasurer: Sarah Rose, 
Corresponding Sec: Janet Pollack,   Recording Sec: Soria Phillips-Meadow,   Past President: Genevieve Mason 
Con Brio founder and first publisher: Lea Mirabella 
Con Brio is posted on the Eugene District website on the Wednesday prior to the monthly meeting. 
Neil Patton, editor

The deadline for submitting articles and announcements for the January 2023 issue of Con Brio is Sunday, Jan 
1, 2023. 

Send your news and announcements to district members between regular issues of Con Brio! 
Simply submit the news item or announcement as usual, indicating you would like it sent immediately. It will be 
formatted and sent via email to all members.
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Holiday Potluck! 

Hello everyone, 

It's time for our December holiday potluck! This year, it will 
be held at the home of Grace Ho (me) at 7:00 on Monday, 
Dec 12. 

The address is 652 Wimbledon Ct, which is part of the 
River Island Estates.  

Please RSVP by signing up on this document: 
OMTA December Potluck 

Looking forward to seeing you there!  

Sincerely, 

Grace Ho 
Vice-President, OMTA Eugene District

https://uoregon-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/gho_uoregon_edu/EcXhMf-10QhOuO7JEpXsKRgBfmwDBs-Wn-YFkKHR7cL-Og?e=B2BgFT
https://uoregon-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/gho_uoregon_edu/EcXhMf-10QhOuO7JEpXsKRgBfmwDBs-Wn-YFkKHR7cL-Og?e=B2BgFT
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Eugene District Baroque Festival 
  

The Eugene District Baroque Festival will take place on Sunday, February 5th, 2023. The 
recitals will start at 2pm at United Lutheran Church at 22 Washington Str, Eugene.  

The event is adjudicated, and teachers may register students in competitive or non-competi-
tive divisions. The winners of each division will be invited to the Baroque Festival Final Event 
on Saturday, February 25th in Newport, OR. 

Please check the Eugene OMTA calendar for details about the student age divisions, time re-
quirements, and repertoire at https://omta-eugene.org/event/baroque-festival/ 

·       Registration forms can be found on Leggiero.  
·       Registration fee is $20 per student.  
·       Registration deadline is January 21st, 2023.  
·       Please mail completed registration forms and your payment by check to Olga Aynvarg at 
3897 W 18th Ave, Eugene, OR 97402. Postmark due date is January 22, 2023. 

Please direct your questions about the event to Olga Aynvarg by email: olga.aynvarg@gmail.-
com 

Respectfully submitted, 
Olga Aynvarg, 
Festival Chair

Eugene District Fall Syllabus 
November 12 & 13, 2022 

Final Report 

Total Teachers:  10 
Total Students:   24 
Total Conferences:  10 

Adjudicators:  Sandy Hull and Heidi Evans 

Eugene District had 3 days of Syllabus in-person adjudications, a smaller number of participants this 
year.  Some Eugene students and teachers are taking advantage of the on-line Syllabus weekend and 
those students will be included in the on-line report from the on-line Chair.  The registration break down 
was 18 Evaluation, 5 Demos, and 1 Creative Audition. I have not been advised of any forfeits.   

Due to family illness, Carolee Harbour was unable to adjudicate for us on Saturday, 11/12.  Sandy Hull 
graciously stepped in to sub for her.  Also, we needed to change locations for the Saturday Syllabus and 
Genevieve Mason graciously stepped in to host for us. Eugene District teachers are wonderful to step in 
and help whenever needed! Thank you! 

As we continue to emerge from this pandemic, I would remind everyone to be extra careful with illness. If 
teachers of students get sick at the last minute, arrangements could be made for on-line adjudications 
for the student.  If a host teacher becomes sick, it could be possible to move to a different location or ad-
just for the adjudicator to hear on-line.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Carol White, NCTM and Kami Hendrix,  
District Chair and Co-Chair

https://omta-eugene.org/event/baroque-festival/
mailto:olga.aynvarg@gmail.com
https://omta-eugene.org/event/baroque-festival/
mailto:olga.aynvarg@gmail.com
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District Ensemble Festival Report 
  
The Eugene/Springfield District ensemble Recital took place on November 20, at 1:00-3:00 at the U of O 
School of Music.  It was a joyful event, and it was wonderful again to listen to all the young artists.  We were 
very pleased with the venue, and the pianos.  The recital went smoothly, and our adjudicator David Riley 
shared enthusiastically about his experience as a chamber music player and accompanist. 
Thanks to Michael Reiter who helped with some settings after having tuned the pianos, and to Soria Phillips-
Meadow and Nick Reiter for volunteering for help. 
  
We had 16 students participating in 8 ensembles, from four different  studios.  Three ensembles were competi-
tive. 
From the 15-18 division, Cassidy Perkins and Elijah Brenn, students of Ellen McQuilkin, were invited to partici-
pate in the State Honors Recital. Ellie and Timmie Cho, students of Lucy Clevenger, were chosen as alter-
nates. 
From the 9-11 division, Mimi and Sammie Cho, students of Lucy Clevenger, were given an Honorable Mention. 
  
  

------------------------ 

Ensemble Festival State Honor Recital 
  
The Fall 2022 State Honors Recital will take place on Saturday, December 10 at the same location as the dis-
trict recital.  Some changes with timing are happening.  We will have two recitals.  The first recital will begin at 
1:45, and the second begins at 3:15. Students from all over Oregon are coming to perform.  Please come to 
the recital.  Everybody is welcome. 
Note that we had a District Ensemble Recital in Eugene last January 2022.  At that event, Ellie and Timmy 
Cho, and Mimi and Sammy Cho, students of Lucy Clevenger, were invited to participate in the State Honors 
Recital.  So we will have the joy of listening to them on December 10 also. 
I hope to see some of you there! 
  
Genevieve Mason, Janet Pollack 
Ensemble Festival Chairs 
  

------------------------ 

Help Needed! 

Hello Everyone,
 
Our district is hosting the State Ensemble Honors Recital this Saturday (December 10th) from 1:00-5:00 pm at 
the University of Oregon. We would like to make a good showing but need your help in doing so.   Genevieve 
Mason and I are co-chairing the event and are in need of several others to insure it runs smoothly. Some of the 
help we require is as follows:

• someone to check in students as they arrive
• a greeter to help arriving students, family and spectators find the correct room
• a person to direct students to the practice room (room 66), if they wish to warm up
•  a helper to set up the refreshments table and overseer it during the afternoon
•  members to clean up between the two recitals and at the end of the day

If you are able to help, please let me know by responding to this email or call me on my cell phone. I know this 
is a busy time of the season so be assured that your time is appreciated.  Please consider to help.
 
Happy Holidays!
 
All best,
Janet P., co-chair of State Ensemble Honors Recital
janetkippollack@comcast.net
970-556-3729

mailto:janetkippollack@comcast.net
mailto:janetkippollack@comcast.net
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Winter Holiday Recital Report 
The Winter Holiday Recital was held on Sunday, December 4 at the United Lutheran Church.  We had 
three recitals with thirty-six students participating from nine teachers.  Five students had to cancel at the 
last minute due to illnesses.  We had a non-member teacher who had two students sign up for the recital.  
This caused a problem with Leggiero because non members do not have access to Leggiero.  I regis-
tered the students under my name to get them on the program.  The non-member teacher paid for those 
two students and paid an additional $35 fee.	
 	
Thank you to all the teachers that had participating students and for everyone who helped me the day of 
the recital. 	
 	
Respectfully Submitted,	
Alexis Gibbons, NCTM
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